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PEACE SOCIETIES. 

American Peace Society. — This Society held its eighth anniversary at 
the Tabernacle Church, in the city of New York, on Thursday, the 12th of 
May. S. V. S. Wilder, Esq., of New York, was called to the chair ; the 
meeting was opened with prayer by Rev. Mr. Merwin, of Wilton, Conn. 
Wm. Ladd, Esq., the General Agent, read the report, of which the following 
is an abstract : — 

The Report alludes to the happy peace which now so generally pervades 
Christendom, with the exception of the South American Governments, and 
our own Southern frontier ; notices the happy termination of our difficulties 
with France, and commends the magnanimity which induced the king of 
Great Britain to mediate between us and our old ally. 

The operations of the Society have been on a larger scale, the past year, 
than ever before. The Rev. G. C. Beckwith has been employed to travel 
and preach most of the year in behalf of the cause. Rev. G. C. Sampson 
has visited Vermont, and the General Agent continued his labours as usual. 
The tract entitled "Solemn Appeal," has been stereotyped; 1,100 copies of 
the " Solemn Review," have been purchased of the Massachusetts Peace 
Society ; and a large edition of an " Address to Females," has been pub- 
lished. Nearly all of these publications have been distributed. Valuable 
works from other quarters have also appeared : the Manual of Peace, by 
Professor T. C. Upham, of Bowdoin College, in 8vo. pp. 403, Dymond on 
War, a pamphlet of 150 pages, stereotyped in Philadelphia, of which 3,500 
copies have been printed, and distributed chiefly to legislators and seminaries. 
The American Tract Society have published a tract entitled, " The Duty of 
Christians with respect to War ;" the London Peace Society have presented 
3,000 copies of their tracts, nearly all of which are distributed. 

There have been formed six new Peace Societies since the last anniver- 
sary, three of gentlemen, and three of ladies. These last promise to be 
most efficient helpers. They have been extremely active in the service, 
and have made a considerable number of ministers life members. About 
TOO ministers are pledged to preach, at least once a year, on the subject of 
Peace. The resolves of ecclesiastical bodies continue to be favourable to 
the cause. The Synod of Michigan has taken ground against all war. 

The Peace Societies of London and Geneva are active, and the Society 
of Christian Morals, in France, shows some interest in the subject. 

The Committee, appointed at the last annual meeting, submitted the prize 
disputations on a Congress of Nations, to the Hon. Chancellor Kent, John Q. 
Adams, and Daniel Webster, for the premium of one thousand dollars. The 
first two umpires have made up their opinion, and only wait for the third. 

The following resolutions were passed : — 

1. Resolved, That the Report just made be accepted, and published under 
the direction of the Executive Committee. 

2. Resolved, That we regard the manner in which our late difficulties with 
France have been settled, as indicating a change in public sentiment highly 
auspicious to the cause of Peace, and as proving the practicability of some 
system by which all disputes between civilized and Christian nations may be 
adjusted without a resort to the sword ; that the King of England deserves 
the thanks of this nation and the world, for the generous tender of his servi. 
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ces as mediator to prevent the needless effusion of blood ; and that an ad- 
dress in behalf of the friends of Peace in these United States, be sent by the 
American Peace Society to his Majesty William IV., expressive of the ad. 
miration and gratitude we feel for an act so magnanimous, and so honoura- 
ble to a Christian monarch. 

3. Resolved, That Christians are sacredly bound to remove the disgrace 1 
which has been brought upon their religion by the wars of Christendom. 

4. Resolved, That the cause of Peace commends itself by numerous and 
very weighty considerations to the special sympathy, efforts and prayers of 
woman ; and that we regard the formation of ladies' Peace Societies, the- 
past year, as peculiarly auspicious, and hope that their example will be ex- 
tensively followed. 

5. Resolved, That ministers of the gospel be requested to preach to their 
people on the subject of Peace, at least once a year; and, if convenient, on 
the Sabbath preceding the 25th of December. 

6. Resolved, That churches of every denomination be requested to observe 
the annual concert of prayer in behalf of Peace, holden on or near the 35th of 
December, and to take up a collection at the same time in aid of the Ameri- 
can Peace Society. 

7. Resolved, That the exigencies of our cause require, for the present 
year, ten thousand dollars ; that an effort be made, in reliance on God, to 
raise five thousand dollars as the lowest sum that will sustain the enlarged 
plan of operations contemplated by the Society ; and that the friends of Peace 
be earnestly desired to co-operate in carrying this resolution into effect. 

8. Resolved, That we consider efforts in the cause of Peace as calculated, 
with the blessing of God, powerfully to aid in introducing the reign of the 
Prince of Peace. 

9. Resolved, That as union is strength in every good cause, it is the duty 
of all the friends of Peace throughout the world to co-operate in hastening on 
that blessed period when nations shall learn war no more. 

Among the persons who moved and seconded these resolutions, were Rev. 
Sewell Harding, of Waltham, Mass.; Alvan Stewart, Esq., of Utica, N. Y. j 
Melvin Copeland, Esq., of Hartford, Ct.; Rev. G. C. Beckwith; Rev. Amos 
Blanchard, of Lowell, Mass.; Rev. Professor Pond, of Bangor, Me.; Rev. 
George Trask, of Framingham, Mass.; Rev. Geo. E. Adams, of Brunswick', 
Me. ; Rev. Dr. Osgood, of Springfield, Mass. ; Rev. C. C. Vanarsdalen, of 
Hartford, Ct.; Rev. E. N. Kirk, of Albany; Rev. A. D. Eddy, of Newark, 
N. J. ; and Rev. Dr. Humphrey, of Amherst College. 

The following are the names of the officers for the current year: — 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE. 
Hon. Wm. W. Ellsworth, Chairman. 

Francis Fellowes, 



Rev. T. H. Gallaodet, 
Melvin Copeland, 
Rev. G. F. Davis, D. D. 



David Watkinson, 
William Watson. 



Wm. Ladd, General Agent. 

Rev. T. H. Gallaudet, Cones. Secretary. 

William Watson, Treasurer. 

Francis Fellowes, Rec. Secretary. 

The next annual meeting of the Society is to be holden in New York, on 
the Wednesday preceding the second Thursday in May, 1837. 



